The National Centre for Social Research (ΕΚΚΕ)
The National Centre for Social Research (ΕΚΚΕ) is the continuation of the Centre for Social Sciences, which was founded in 1959 under UNESCO auspices. EKKE operates as a Legal Entity under Public Law and its headquarters are in the center of Athens. It falls under the jurisdiction of the General Secretariat of Research and Technology of the Hellenic Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, Culture and Sports. EKKE is the only public agency in the area of social Sports. EKKE is the only public agency in the area of social research. The research personnel of EKKE is comprised of scientists of various fields of expertise: sociologists; anthropologists; political scientists; geographers; economists; demographers; criminologists; statisticians; etc. The nature of its scientific work is assured through the assistance of administrative and specialized technical personnel, some of which are employed in the fully equipped Computer Centre. 
The Social Portrait of Greece: introductory presentation*
The publication "Social Portrait of Greece" is the product of the collective effort on behalf of the researchers of the (then) Institute of Social Policy, in view of highlighting the ongoing social situation in Greece. The original analyses presented by the authors of the publication draw upon official statistical data, research projectsʼ results and literature reviews of a wide range of topics in the area of social policy.
The "Social Portrait" is published every 2-3 years and is geared towards the needs of the academia, policy makers and the wider public, in an attempt to foster the understanding of some important social and economic challenges faced by contemporary Greek society. So far, five issues have been published (in Greek).
[* Further information at: http://www2.ekke.gr/main.php?id=382] 
The authors and the topics covered
The issues concerned by the authors are: income distribution, poverty and social exclusion, the aging population, marriage, fertility, immigration, the labor market, education and health inequalities, social economy, etc.
Each edition is unique, but shares some common principles with previous editions. previous editions. Usually, three or four main topics are covered (in Part I), while there is a Part II or more Parts with special topics.
Only researchers from the National Centre for Social Research are to submit articles for publication. In some cases one researcher with a collaborative scientist from another institution or with a university professor could be co-authors of an article.
The editors
The editors are strictly selected from the Institute of Social Policy. Usually they are experienced scientists with a good command of the Greek language.
They set the time schedule and are responsible for the final editing and dissemination of the publication, in close collaboration with the Institute's director. collaboration with the Institute's director. 
Dissemination procedure
A press conference is typically organized and the Social Portrait is presented to the public, to students, academics, journalists etc. For the scope of the presentation one or more renown scientists are invited to give their view on the edition.
In the last two editions the presentation was attended by over 100 individuals, which can be explained by the following reasons: 1. Free distribution of the publication during the presentation. The questions stated to the scientists:
The interviews, where conducted during the period February -May 2012. In particular the questions concerned: a) the factors that played a major role in the advent of the current crisis (historical, political, social, economic, etc.) b) analysis and criticism dealing with the management of the current crisis, in Greek and European level current crisis, in Greek and European level c) the main consequences of the crisis for the present and the future of the country and of Europe, in relation to the welfare State, the labor market, social rights and, more generally the institutions d) the conditions necessary and speculated that will lead towards recovery and exit from the crisis 
Interviews:
Nikos Mouzelis argues that there are three main reasons that explain the Greek crisis and the difficulties in overcome it: the neoliberal globalization that has led to the dominance of the financial capital and the inability to control the movement of capital at a national level the euro zone. which on one hand leads to an unbalanced trade the euro zone. which on one hand leads to an unbalanced trade between the European North and South. while on the other hand intensifies the recession through the imposition of fiscal policy, and the Greek clientelistic political system According to Mouzelis, the basic precondition that would lead Greece out of the crisis is the transition from a neoliberal to a Socialist, neo-Keynesian strategy.
Social Portrait of Greece 2012: some descriptive results. interviews
Vassilis Panayiotopoulos states that the only way to exit the crisis is by rethinking the limits of participation in the global economy through specialization and the exploitation of comparative advantages.
Anna Fragoudaki states that in order to exit the crisis, there should be implemented an economic policy model of classical social democracy. that will maintain the welfare state and the state that intervenes towards the wider audit of capital, on balancing inequalities and on preventing extreme exploitation.
indicates that there has been a new discussion in the and on preventing extreme exploitation. Elias Katsoulis indicates that there has been a new discussion in the scientific literature, on the view that the basic "neoliberal" efficiency market hypothesis is no longer valid.
Finally, a poor man in a semi structured interview stated that: People (less that 60) living in households with very low work intensity (EU 27) Greece is an ageing country, as the percentage of people 65 years and over are almost 20%, while the proportion of population aged 0-14 years is stable for the last three years (14.4%).
Fertility rate is well below replacement level, with women having on average 1.42 children in 2011. Studies shows that women are starting families later in life because they are spending longer in education. education.
Greek young people leave their parental home very late, i.e. males at the age of 30 and females at the age of 28.
During the last decades the Greece has been transformed from a sending to a receiving immigrant country. Immigrants face high poverty risk.
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Although the dual-earner family model is quite common, combining work and family responsibilities remains difficult for Greek parents. Qualitative upgrading of childcare services is required. Due to the crisis a two-fold problem emerges: a) an inefficient welfare state and b) the collapse of informal support networks which supplemented the Greek welfare policy. supplemented the Greek welfare policy.
Poverty is a dynamic and multidimensional phenomenon which is more difficult to analyze amid the financial crisis. More than one simple measure is needed in order to achieve a wider analysis and to reflect its multidimensional nature.
